A Study Guide to Living the Catholic Faith

These sample pages have been selected to demonstrate a variety of the features offered within the Study Guide to Living the Catholic Faith.  

The text of the guide itself is printed in black and white; for ease of review, the selected features are presented in color in these sample pages:
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Each quotation from Archbishop Chaput is preceded by the icon 


depicting his episcopal coat-of-arms.

· Green indicates quotations from and references to the Bible, including questions that are answered by consulting the Bible.

· Red indicates quotations from and references to the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC), including questions that are answered by consulting the CCC.

· Blue indicates quotations from the Fathers of the Church, the saints and other Christian writers.

· Yellow indicates general questions for personal reflection:  those that do not pertain to the Bible, nor to the CCC.

· Many recent papal documents are quoted throughout the Study Guide, but no such quotations are included in these specific sample pages. 

[image: image1.png]


LIVING THE CATHOLIC FAITH           STUDY GUIDE
Session One                                      

Becoming a Christian
3. THROUGH BAPTISM, JESUS DELIVERS US FROM THE DEATH 

    IMPOSED BY ORIGINAL SIN.
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 God loves us infinitely and ardently.  He offers us new life in Him through the grace of the Sacrament of Baptism.  “We’re born into that river of sin and we are a part of it.  In Baptism, God pulls us out of the river and saves us from the ruin that lies just over the brink.”  (Chaput 13)


CCC
 405 lists the effects of Baptism:

· It imparts the life of Christ’s grace

· It erases original sin

· It turns a person back toward God

By the grace of the Sacrament of Baptism, we are not only saved from death, but we are delivered into new life.  II Peter 1:4 tells us:  “He has granted to us his precious and very great promises, that through these you may escape from the corruption that is in the world because of passion, and become partakers of the divine nature.”

How do I receive “the precious and very great promises” that God bestows through Baptism:  His love and the hope of eternal life with Him?__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How do I allow Him to transform me that I may come to share in the divine nature?  _______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

“The sheer gratuitousness of the grace of salvation is particularly manifest in infant Baptism.”  (CCC 1250)

St. Augustine taught, “Novum in Vetere latet, et in Novo Vetus patet….The New Testament lies hidden in the Old and the Old Testament is unveiled in the New.”  This principle is demonstrated in the relationship between circumcision, the sign of the Old Covenant, and infant baptism, the seal of the New.

How do Jesus’ words in Luke 18: 15-17 affirm the practice of infant baptism?   ____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

In Hebrew, the term “household” referred to all members, not only adults.  

In that context, how do the following verses testify to the practice of infant baptism from the earliest days of the Church:

Acts 16: 14-15, 27-33 ________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Acts 18: 8 ____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

In his Letter to the Colossians, St. Paul tells us that “[the Father] has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” (Col 1:13-14)  Children are “born with a fallen human nature, [are] tainted by original sin [and] have need of the new birth in Baptism” so as to be freed from this darkness.  Through infant baptism, parents provide their baby the opportunity to receive “the priceless grace of becoming a child of God.”  (CCC 1250)

How can we respond to the objection that infants cannot make a decision for the faith because they have not yet reached the age of reason?  ______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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� “CCC” refers to the Catechism of the Catholic Church.
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